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meant by polytechnisation. This connection of education with
labour does not have the effect of circumscribing education
within narrow limits. The more production is mechanised the
wider is the knowledge required by the intelligent worker. For
example, the introduction of electric processes in industry
has greatly extended the scientific field with which the worker
must be acquainted. The mechanisation of agriculture has im-
mensely widened the educational horizon of the peasant boy or
girl,
Polytechnisation was adopted by the U.S.S.R. from abroad.
The French Utopian Fourier first gave expression to the belief
that education in a workers' State must be intimately bound up
with labour, and that all should have some experience of manual
labour. The idea commended itself to Robert Owen, who tried to
put it into practice in England. It was from Owen that Karl Marx
adopted it. Both Marx and Engels seized on the idea and made
it a corner-stone of Socialist education. Engelss in his Anti-
Diihring, underlined the fact that polytechnisation was inti-
mately bound up with the construction of Socialism. He con-
sidered that the contrast between town and country would only
be eliminated when a generation should have grown up with an
all-round development, with a polytechnised training. As early
as the 'nineties the Russian revolutionaries seriously considered
polytechnisation as a Socialist method of education, because at
that time the industrial development of the country was creating
the conditions for a workers' movement. Lenin stated categoric-
ally that Marxists stood for a polytechnised education, for a
close connection between education and productive labour.
He then linked the question up with universal education and
compulsory work for all. Only the close connection of educa-
tion with productive labour would give all-round developed
people.
The question remained a theoretical one until the outbreak
of the Great War. Very soon after, Lenin once more begaa to
write on the need for discussion of polytechiusation* After the
October Revolution tbe question became practical polities* The